
CHRISTMAS IN THE PARK 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3

	 Mark your calendar because “Christmas in the Park” will 
be held on Saturday, December 3, 2011. This annual event, 
sponsored by the Alden Chamber of Commerce and the 
Town of Alden Recreation Department, is a must for ev -
eryone because there’s something to do and see for all 
ages. There will strolling carolers, children’s crafts, pony 
rides, a Holiday Marketplace, a Living Nativity, and a whole 
lot more. There will also be business open houses from 
1:00 — 5:00 p.m. with refreshments and some discount prices 
to help with that Christmas shopping. Santa will be present 
for pictures with the kids.
	 At 5:00 p.m. the judging of the organizations’ Christ-
mas Trees and the lighting of the holiday decorations in 
Firemens’ Park begins. Watch the local Alden newspapers 
the week of November 27 for all of the details, and don’t 
miss your chance to kick off the holiday season with fam -
ily, friends and neighbors on December 3. The festivities go 
on snow or shine.
	 Local businesses help make this wonderful event more 
successful each year. If you would be interested in a spon-
sorship, please call the Chamber office at 937-6177 for 
more information.
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Chamber Holds 
Fall Luncheon

Drogi & Sons Automotive 
Named Business of the Year

	 Members and guests of the Alden Chamber of Com-
merce enjoyed a delicious lunch at the Whistle Stop Inn on 
Tuesday, October 18, for the Chamber’s 10th annual “Busi-
ness of the Year” Luncheon. Among the guests were family, 
friends, and staff of Drogi & Sons Automotive, the recipi-
ent of the 2011 Alden Chamber of Commerce Business of 
the Year Award. A beautiful plaque, from Laser Ace Custom 
Engraving, was presented to John Drogi by Chamber Vice 
President Brooks Bowman.

	 Drogi & Sons Automotive has been a familiar sight at 12182 Walden Avenue in Alden and certainly filled 
the stringent criteria for being named the area’s most outstanding business of 2011, including promoting com-
munity involvement, being a good business role model, establishing good working conditions and involvement 
of employees, good quality service and product reputation in the area, and being recognized for consistent, fair, 
and honest business practices. John Drogi thanked everyone for attending and gave a special thanks to his staff for 
helping make the business succeed and to his parents, who allowed John to tinker with cars at an early age.
	 The featured speakers of the luncheon, introduced by Chamber President Christopher Gust, were Andrea 
Kersten, Art Teacher at Alden Central School, Fred Heinle, Director of the Alden Economic Development Com-
mittee, and Karen Muchow, Curator of the Alden Historical Society. Mrs. Kersten and two of her students spoke 
of a new book, “Reflections of Alden”, which features illustrations and history on Alden’s business district. The 
book is a joint project between the students, the Alden Art Club, and the Historical Society. The book is due to be 
completed and ready for sale in December. Mr. Heinle gave an update on recent and future economic development 
activities within the Town and Village, including some discussion on the future of the Erie County Home. Lastly, 
Curator Muchow gave a fascinating look back at the history of the Millgrove Hamlet, located in the northern part 
of Alden, with amusing anecdotes about some of the early settlers, including the Wende family. She brought a 
display of photos depicting earlier times.
	 President Gust concluded the luncheon by reviewing recent and future Chamber activities, announcing 
that Christmas in the Park will be held on Saturday, December 3 and a Chamber-sponsored wine and food tasting 
will be held at Darrow’s Restaurant on Saturday, November 19, with a portion of all ticket sales being donated to 
the Alden¬Marilla Food Pantry.
	 The Chamber would like to thank sponsors Alden State Bank, Carbone’s Pizzeria, Doritex Corporation, 
Elwood¬Jordans Agency, Greatbatch Medical, and MaGavin’s Restaurant & Pub for helping to make the luncheon 
possible. For information on the Alden Chamber of Commerce and its activities, see their web site at www.alden-
ny.org. and also visit them at www.facebook.com/aldenchamber for up-to-date announcements of local activities.

JOIN THE MEMBER 2 MEMBER DISCOUNT SAVINGS PROGRAM
Chamber members have a unique opportunity to offer fellow Chamber members a discount 
on their service or merchandise as an incentive to attract new customers and increase their 
business visibility.
Each Chamber newsletter will advertise your business and your exclusive Chamber members 
discount. You decide what you wish to offer and how your offer will be presented. You may 
also want to include employees in the offer.
It’s easy to enroll in the Member 2 Member Savings Program by calling the Chamber office at 
716-937¬6177. More information and the form for describing your offer/discount will be 
mailed or faxed to you to complete and return.
It’s a simple, positive and effective way to draw attention to your business.

Member 2 Member Discounted Savings
A & N Automotive
13560 Genesee Street Crittenden, NY 14038 
Phone: 716-937-9425
10% off any repairs totaling over $100.00

Alden Optical Studio
12444 Broadway Alden, NY 14004 Phone 716-937-8888
10% off eyeglass purchase for Chamber members and 
their families

David J. Pajak, Esq.
13179 Broadway Suite 2 Alden, NY 14004
Phone 716-937-7950
$100 mirror wills
Y2price initial consult matrimonial or family court mat-
ters
Offer good for employees of members also.

Blackwater Fitness Club 
1370 Exchange Street Alden, NY 14004
Phone 716-937-7110
Free shirt and reassessments at 3 and 6 months with 
one year membership

The Buffalo Agency
Christopher Dowd
12282 Westwood Road
Alden, NY 14004
Phone 716-276-1134
Email: cdowd@financialguide.com
Website: www.financialquide.com/Christopher-Dowd
Free Financial Plan Review Free Benefits Analysis

Neill & Strong, Attorneys 
13166 Main Street
Alden, NY 14004
Phone 716-937-3353
Free 30 minute attorney consult OR
$50.00 off from a residential real estate transaction

DCR Properties
3580 Clinton Street
West Seneca, NY 14224 
Phone 716-444-8643
20% off first month placement fee

Safeguard Business Solutions Inc. 
1288 Blood Road
Cowlesville, NY 14037
Phone: 716-675-0124
10% off any order

Creighton Optical 
13375 Broadway Alden, NY 14004
Phone: 716-937-7373
25% off any frame or insurance discount, whichever 
is greater; also $45 eye exam for Chamber members 
and employees without vision insurance coverage.

S & A Debris Removal 
171 Schwartz Rd., Lancaster, NY 14086 
Phone 716-683-5420
10% off total job
Must show proof of membership

Welcome to These New Members 
Alden Medical Supply, (Full service medical supply store)

13185 Broadway, Alden, NY 716-937-1720
Ron Cherry Trucking,  (Dump trailer trucking)

13348 Genesee Street. Akron, NY 716-937-6203
Darrow’s Restaurant,  (Serving lunch and dinner plus bar area)

13192 Broadway, Alden  716-937-7004 Call 716-937-6177 today to advertise your Member 2 Member discount offer



DARROW’S RESTAURANT
	 Family owned and operated, Darrow’s Res-
taurant is located at 13192 Broadway in Alden. 
Owners Cathy and Peter Darrow offer homemade 
comfort food with a modern twist, specializing in 
a wide selection of premium draft beer. Darrow’s 
opened in June, 2009 and they have four full time 
employees and five part-time employees.
	 A full menu is offered until 9 pm. Some of their 
tasty choices include a variety of appetizers, soup, 
several salads, popular sandwiches, many pasta 
dishes and entrees that feature the usual and the 
unusual. Friday offers a haddock fish fry or fish 
sandwich.
	 Darrow’s Restaurant opens Monday through 
Friday at 11:30 am and Saturday at noon. They 
offer banquets and catering upon request. Many 
events are held at the restaurant, including a Wine 
and Food Tasting sponsored by the Alden Cham-
ber on November 19. For other scheduled events, 
visit their website at www.darrowsrestaurant.net.
For more information, please contact Cathy at 
716-937-7004. She will be happy to assist you.

Farmers Market 
Basket Raffle Winner

	 The Alden Farmers’ Market awarded its’ extraordinary 
raffle basket worth over $1000 on its’ closing day, October 
15. This basket was assembled through the generosity of lo-
cal Alden merchants and was won by Barbara Hoskyns of 
Alden. The winning ticket was drawn by 9 year old Riley Wa-
chowiak.
	 The Chamber would like to give a big “thank you” to the 
following Chamber members and area businesses for their 
generous donations to this basket: A&N Automotive, Alden 
Bowling Center, Alden Pharmacy, Alden Pools & Play, BNH 
Auto Repair, C*Shore Design, Carbone’s Pizzeria, Country 
CrossRoads Florist, Creighton Optical, David Pajak Attorney, 
Drogi & Sons Collision, Fantastic Sam’s (Alden), Geoffano’s 
Pizzeria, Gillen’s Expert Auto, H&R Block, Henry’s Candy & 
Gifts, How Do You Like Me Now Salon, James N. Foss, Inc., 
IMS Design Interior Decorating, Joanie’s Chat & Chew, John 
& Mary’s (Alden), Key Bank (Depew), Kis-N-Greens Golf, 
Kotas & Kotas CPA, Loren Hoskyns Bulldozing, MaGavin’s 
Restaurant, NAPA (Alden), Petschke Heating & Cooling, Se-
renity Massage Therepy, Sitzman’s Maytag, Subway (Alden), 
Tan-Fast-Ic Dan’s Tanning Salon, Tops (Alden), Town Line 
Nursery School, Town Line Pizza,Tractor Supply (Alden), Ul-
brich’s Garden Center, Wagner’s Agway, Weber’s Grill, West 
Alden Kitchen, Whip’s Automotive and Whistle Stop Inn.

ALDEN MEDICAL SUPPLY
	 Alden Medical Supply is located at 13185 
Broadway in the Village of Alden. Owned by Ron 
Smith, the store opened in 2005. Alden Medical 
Supply is a home health care and other
medical supplies place to shop. They offer a full 
array of home healthcare products and durable 
medical equipment. Some of the products include 
wheelchairs, scooters, lift chairs, compression 
stockings, diabetic and ostomy supplies, bath-
room safety equipment, and walking aids.
	 The store has eight full time employees and 
three part time employees. The staff includes certi-
fied fitters who can assist customers with diabetic 
shoes or orthopedic braces. They also
offer rental equipment for those customers who 
need equipment on a temporary basis such as 
crutches, walkers, and commodes. Special orders 
are available for merchandise not in stock.
Alden Medical Supply is a participating provider 
with most major insurance companies. 			 
	 They are open Monday-Friday 9:30 am -6 pm 
and Saturday 10 am -2 pm. For more information, 
email info@aldenrx.com or visit them at www.aid-
enrx.com and click on Alden Medical Supply. You 
can also contact the store at 716-937-1720 with 
your questions.

	 The Alden Farm-
ers Market ended its 
9th season on Octo-
ber 15 - a one-week 
extension of the origi-
nal closing date, at 
the request of ven-
dors and customers. 

It opened May 21 and was our most successful yet. Several 
vendors introduced new products to Alden; leading to nearly 
one-stop shopping. Craft shows and on-site entertainment 
attracted many new shoppers. The Farmers Market is known 
for its wide range of weekly events.
	 We thank everyone who came rain or shine every Sat-
urday over the past nearly five months. We were blessed 
by fabulous weather for most of the season (except for our 
"bonus week" closing). Many non¬profit groups participated 
and added greatly to Market success.

	 Thanks also to our core group of Chamber volunteers for 
their valuable time, brains, creativity & muscle. They include 
Gary Wagner, Earl Gillen, Barbara Hoskyns, Chris Dowd, 
Skip Jablonski and Carolyn Kron - who worked hard nearly 
every single week of our long season. Many others also 
pitched in for one or more weeks and are greatly appreci-
ated. A special appreciation goes to the Chamber's office 
staff. Barb Hoskyns headed up the Chamber's spices, pas-
ta, raffle & postcard sales as well as the Chamber's hod dog 
& pizza sales days. She volunteered to be at the Market vir-
tually every week of the season. Meanwhile, Lynda Tucker 
did a wonderful job with our Facebook page and much of the 
record-keeping.
	 Thanks also are directed to our several events sponsors: 
Alden State Bank, Alden Village Deli, Carbone's Pizzeria, 
Crosby's, Doritex Corporation, H&R Block, and Tops Friend-
ly Markets of Alden.

Farmers Market Season a Success

	 We appreciate the Alden Advertiser's editorial support; 
running our news articles every week. And, finally, we thank 
the management of the Alden Village Plaza and especially 
the Tractor Supply, New2You, and Save a Lot stores for their 
cooperation and support. All say they benefited from the Mar-
ket's presence.
	 2011 was our best season yet. Let us know how we can 
improve in 2012! Please contact the Chamber office at any 
time with your suggestions. See you next year!
Nancy Hughes, Market Mgr

Alden Chamber Gift Certificates
Does your business participate? If not .... it should!
•  NO COST to your business
•  Keeps shopping dollars local
•  Make great gifts for those ‘hard to buy for’
•  Certificates are deposited like checks 
	 directly into your account
•  Your name is listed as a participant in the handout fly-
ers
•  Bi-annual flyer in the Alden Advertiser and newsletter
•  Your business listing on the Chamber website 
	 Gift Certificate page
•  Decal provided to alert customers you accept 
	 the certificates

For more information or to sign up, 
call the Chamber Office at 716-937-6177

THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW
In this space we want to include your news such as change 
of name, location, phone number, etc. Please submit impor-
tant news or changes to the Chamber office at 937-6177.
	 Chamber member Melissa Corcoran, owner of the 
New 2 You Consignment Shop in the Alden Village Plaza, 
has announced a major expansion of her business. The 
former Curves storefront will now be incorporated into the 
business as a Christmas Shop full of mainly new and gently 
used decorations. The Consignment Shop features clothing, 
Home Decor and also Man Cave items. Take time to go in 
and see all the store has to offer.



Cancellation Guidelines for Members with 
Health Insurance

	 The Alden Chamber of Commerce bills subscribers of our health 
insurance program in advance on a quarterly basis. It’s important to 
remember that if you find that you will be canceling that policy 1 or 2 
months into the quarter, you will be reimbursed for any unused month in 
that quarter. The billing cycle goes from the first of a month to the first of 
the next month etc.
	 It is important and to your advantage to pay your premium on time. 
Late payers will be assessed a late fee of $25. If your payment is not re-
ceived in the Chamber office by the end of the month in which payment is 
due, your policy will be cancelled and reinstatement can not be attained 
until September 1, our open enrollment. If your payment will be late call 
the Chamber office at 937-6177 to make arrangements.
	 Also be advised that the Alden Chamber of Commerce must be no-
tified in order to cancel a health insurance policy. Do not contact the 
insurance company except in the case of Encompass 65 subscribers.  
Encompass 65 subscribers must inform the Chamber office but also 
MUST personally inform Independent Health. You are responsible for 
health insurance premiums until we are notified otherwise.
	 We know that routine cancellations will happen so please help us 
by phoning in your plan cancellations as soon as possible. We have a 
limited time to go back to cancel subscribers; even one day over the 
limited window of time and you could be responsible for premiums you 
do not want to pay. Any changes to your health insurance such as 
cancellation, marriage, divorce, birth of a child or the death of anyone 
covered by the policy must be reported to the Chamber office within 30 
days of the event.

Business Bingo is coming
February 2nd

	 The Alden Chamber of Commerce will be sponsor-
ing the exciting game called Business Bingo as part of 
the Alden WinterFest festivities scheduled for Febru-
ary 11 and 12, 2012.
	 The game will begin Thursday, February 2 and con-
tinue through Saturday, February 12. The participating 
businesses will be open their regular hours of opera-
tion for you to pick up a play card (limit of one play 
card per person, per business) or to discover if your 
card has the numbers assigned to that business. If you 
have a number, the business will stamp the card. No 
phone requests, please.
	 Any line Bingo is eligible to be entered in the draw-
ing to be held Saturday evening, February 12, 2012. 
Anyone 18 yrs or older may play. When you have a Bin-
go, enter your name, address and phone number on the 
back of the play card and deposit it at the Alden Village 
Office by 5 p.m. Saturday, February 12. Limit of two 
entries per family, please. You do not have to be pres-
ent to win. This fun game will take you to many busi-
nesses in Alden and acquaint you with the products 
or services that business offers. Complete game rules, 
participating merchants, business hours poster, and 
three assigned numbers are available at each business. 
A listing of participation merchants will be published 
in the local paper and posted at various locations. Five 
prizes will be drawn. Top prize $75.00. All prizes are 
awarded as Alden Chamber of Commerce Gift Certifi-
cates. Have fun and play!
Business Bingo winners may pick up their prize at the 
Chamber office Mon., Tues., Thurs., or Fri. between 
9:00 am and 4:30 pm. Limit of one prize per household.
	 Watch for further details in local papers, on posted 
flyers or visit www.aldenwinterfest.com for a schedule 
timeline. Details for Business Bingo will be posted on 
the Chamber website, www.aldenny.org. Business Bin-
go prize winners will be announced Saturday evening. 
A Family Fun Weekend.

Join Us for the 
Chamber’s Wine Tasting Event

	 On Saturday, November 19, there will be a wine 
tasting event with wonderful wines, delicious food and 
sparkling conversation at Darrow’s Restaurant, 13194 
Broadway, Alden. Must be 21 to participate.
Sponsored by the Alden Chamber of Commerce, the eve-
ning promises to be a fun adventure. A percentage of the 
proceeds will be given to the Alden/Marilla Food Pantry 
to assist them in providing a holiday meal for families 
in need.
	 The event includes seven tastings and one full glass 
of  your favorite wine. Each wine will be paired with a 
complimentary food. Being offered are:
•  Hazlitt Red Cat (Red Catawba paired with pork loin prosciutto
	  wrapped strawberries
•  Salmon Run Coho Red paired with paprika spiced sirloin
•  Hosmer Estate Red paired with Italian sausage skewers 
	 with homemade marinara
•  Heron Hill Semi Dry Riesling paired with bacon wrapped shrimp
•  Lucas Seval Blanc (Citrus White) paired with lemon pepper
	  chicken skewers
•  Lamareax Landing Chardonnay paired with 
	 smoked haddock crostinis
•  LeGoat Blush - Henry’s Candy to provide milk chocolate candies
	 Tickets are $27 for single and $50 for a couple. Tick-
ets are limited and may be purchased from any Cham-
ber Director, the Chamber office or Darrow’s Restau-
rant. Come and enjoy!

NEW YORK NEWS
PASSAGE OF FREE TRADE AGREEMENTS will help 
jump-start NY’s manufacturing sector. It will help retain 
and create jobs and provide new opportunities for busi-
nesses throughout the state. NY’s manufacturers exported 
over $69 billion in goods in 2010, directly supporting over 
192,000 jobs. Passage of the agreements opens a door for 
new markets and expansion. The International Trade Com-
mission estimates these agreements will boost exports by 
$13 billion. The Free Trade Agreements help to compete 
with industrial competitors around the world.
STATE GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES have yet to affect 
NY’s ranking along economic indicators. NY still is behind 
most states in populations and personal income growth 
but continues to top the list of highest taxed states in 
the nation. There is a clear correlation between NY’s high 
state and local taxes and our slow rate of economic devel-
opment. NY ranked 23 in terms of private sector growth 
between 1999 and 2009, with a growth rate of 8.9%. NY 
ranked 38 for that data between 2000 and 2010.
INTERNATIONAL TECH GROUP invested $4.4 billion in 
NY, marking a dedication of resources by the world’s lead-
ing high technology manufacturers.
The investment strengthens the competitive advantage 
and opens the door to new opportunities. NY must con-
tinue its efforts to spark new innovation, while reducing 
the barriers to additional investment.

HOLIDAY WREATH SALE 
WITH A TWIST

	 The holidays are just around the corner and it’s time to 
think about decorating. The Alden Chamber of Commerce 
and Alden Cub Scout Pack 117 can help.
	 This year during Pack 117’s annual wreath sale custom-
ers will have the opportunity to engage in a fun new activity. 
When you receive your wreath you will be given a list of 
local merchants who are participating in this activity and 
a card to be stamped. Each of these merchants will have 
on hand ornaments/tokens for you to decorate you wreath 
with. Visit all of the merchants on the list, have your card 
stamped by each and you will become eligible for a drawing 
for a prize.
	 Starting during Christmas in the Park on December 3 
and continuing until all ornaments are gone, each merchant 
will give you one ornament and will stamp your card. It’s as 
simple as that!
	 Now, go buy a wreath from Cub Scout Pack 117 and join 
the fun. All participating merchants will be listed along with 
the stamp card and rules when you receive your wreath. 
You can call the Alden Chamber of Commerce at 937-6177 
for more information.

CHAMBER CALENDER
November 17	 Board of Directors Meeting, 
	 Whistle Stop Inn, 4 PM
November 19	 Wine Tasting Event
December 3	 Christmas in the Park
December 15	 Board of Directors Meeting, 
	 Whistle Stop Inn, 4 PM
February 2	 Business Bingo Starts
February 11 – 12	 WinterFest

CARDS, CARDS, CARDS - BROCHURES TOO!
Did you know the Chamber office has display racks 
for business cards and brochures? This is another ben-
efit the Chamber offers to our members.
Come in and drop off (or mail to us) your promotion-
al materials and we will display and distribute them 
for you.


